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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 100581 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: TGEN, CO 

SUBJECT:R/V ALPHA HELIX AMAZON EXPEDITION 

REF: BOGOTA 3712 

1 . R/V ALPHA HELIX IS PLANNING TO MAKE A PORT CALL AT 

LETICIA FROM 13-18 MAY 1977. PURPOSE OF PORT CALL IS TO 
TRANSFER PASSENGERS AND SUPPLIES IN PREPARATION FOR ITS 
NEXT PHASE OF RESEARCH. ALL ARRANGEMENTS ARE TO BE 
MADE BY SHIPPING AGENT TSALIKIS BROS., AGENT PREVIOUSLY 
USED BY EXPEDITION. 

2. PERUVIAN CONSUL IN LETICIA HAS ADVISED SCRIPPS THAT 

PORT CALL SHOULD PRESENT NO PROBLEMS BASED ON INQUIRIES 
HE HAS MADE, PRESUMABLY WITH LOCAL GOC OFFICIALS. SHIP 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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MAY ARRIVE LETICIA ON EVENING OF 12 MAY AND WILL INITIALLY 
ANCHOR ON PERUVIAN SIDE OF RIVER. LOGISTICS CAN BE HANDLED 
WHILE SHIP IS ANCHORED BY USING A SHUTTLE SERVICE IF THIS 
BECOMES NECESSARY. 

3. EMBASSY IS NOT EXPECTED TO TAKE ANY ACTION AS THIS IS 
BEING PROVIDED FOR INFORMATION ONLY. 
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4. DEPT. APPRECIATES EFFORTS OF EMBASSY CONCERNING 
CARIBBEAN EXPEDITION DESCRIBED REFTEL. POINT MADE BY 

EMBASSY REGARDING INDEPENDENT NATURE OF CARIBBEAN WORK 
IS COMPLETELY VALID, ALLOWING THAT SHIP AND CREW WILL 
REMAIN UNCHANGED. REVERSAL OF COLOMBIAN NAVY DECISION 
WOULD BE MOST DESIRABLE, ALTHOUGH WE UNDERSTAND IT IS 
UNLIKELY. PLEASE REPORT THEIR FINAL DECISION WHEN 
AVAILABLE. 

VANCE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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